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A brief note from your Parish Priest

1 As well as giving you the financial accounts for 2023 and 2024, | also
" wish to talk to you about ‘Catholic Worcester’. From September this
year, | will be the Parish Priest of St Joseph’s Parish as well. The way to
move forward is, ‘Three Churches with One Vision’, where | wish to see
many more volunteers to share some of my responsibilities.

The Parish Church of St George’s needs to be renovated/upgraded
particularly the Heating System, the PA System, the Pews but also the
whole fabric of the church. To take up the above works, we will need to
raise funds and | depend on each one of your generosity.

In 2029 we will be celebrating the Bicentenary Jubilee of our Parish Church. It’s going to provide
us with an opportunity for the renewal of our faith and to encourage our younger families to
participate actively in our worship. As a parish we need to invest our time and energy in reaching
out to young people. As a pilgrim people, we need to have ‘Damascus Experience’ like St Paul.

We are being asked not just to look at our own parish needs, but to work more closely with the
neighboring parishes of the Deanery and to try to look outwards rather than being an inward-
looking community. We are also aware of the Diocesan Vision, which invites us to focus on Liturgy
& Worship, Evangelization, Social Outreach and Formation and to be aware of the needs of
families and young people.

The parishes in the Deanery are divided into four Clusters, and my hope is that we will work more
closelytogetherinthese clusters. Just this month, as Dean, | have initiated discussions at a newly
established Deanery Pastoral Forum meeting, on the matters of Clusters with Clergy and Laity. In
the next few months, these clusters will begin to meet to look at ways to co-operate. This will
involve meetings of the clergy, as well as parishioners. Itwill help us to prepare for the challenges
in the years ahead. We know there will be fewer clergy and recognize the need for parishioners to
volunteer to take up some responsibility in the up keep of our properties.

Thanks to all the many people involved in supporting the parish in so many ways, not just
financially but with their time and talents as well. Everyone who comes to our churches should
feel that this is their Church and take the initiative to volunteer to contribute your time and
resources for the development of our parish communities.

I’m pleased to present the financial statement for the fiscal year ended, 31st December 2023 and
2024.

| always welcome new initiatives and ideas, so please feel free to make suggestions about how
we can improve the parish or if you feel there are other things we could do.

With prayers and best wishes.

Canon John Batthula

“Our Vision is to be a Catholic Diocese which is faithful to the mission entrusted to us by Jesus Christ, full of
missionary disciples who work together co-responsibly in vibrant communities of faith, joyful in their service
of God and neighbour”’.



Safeguarding
The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative are
Emma Raine & Samantha Rudd. They generously give their time as volunteers.

Emma can be contacted at: sg.stgeorge.worcester@rcaob.org.uk

Sam can be contacted at sg.olap.worcester@rcaob.org.uk

or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/
safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.

Health and Safety
As a parish | understand that we have a duty of care to ensure the safety of those who visit or use
our churches, parish center/halls and car park. The archdiocese of Birmingham Health and
Safety Policy details responsibilities for health and safety in parish premises that are used for
parish purposes. Our parish volunteer Health and Safety Coordinator is Garry Higgins.

Faith Formation and Sacramental programme
Sacraments of First Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation preparation classes are
given by our Catechists on Saturdays during school term time only. The preparation classes for
the sacrament of Confirmation commence in September and Sacraments of Reconciliation and
First Holy Communion start in January.

Baptismal courses for parents who wish their children to be baptized in one of our three
churches take place four times a year and they normally are held on Saturdays from 10 am. For
Dates, please visit our parish website.

Marriage Preparation program: Presently | am preparing the couples who are getting married
here in Worcester or abroad. But | would like a couple of people to volunteer who are willing to
get involved in this program.

Bereavement Team: | would like to set up this group. More information to follow.

During this Year of Jubilee - Pilgrims of Hope; | have arranged to have some talks to take place
during the year as well as the Parish Mission. For further information, please see our weekly
bulletin or visit our parish website.

Catholic Schools
The parish continues to have strong links with our parish schools. The Primary schools are part
of the Emmaus Multi-Academy Company.

St George’s Primary School - Principal: Miss Kathryn Cairns

Our Lady Queen of Peace Primary School - Principal: Mrs. Angela Wishart

St Joseph’s Primary School — Principal: Mrs. Louise Bury

Blessed Edward’s Catholic College — Principal: Greg McClarey

| encourage every Catholic parent to choose our Catholic Schools for their children’s education.
We are blessed to have three Primary and one Secondary School in our Parish, with very high
standards in education and religious teaching and behavior. For admissions, please contact the
school.

Buildings/ Parish Properties
St George Church; Presbytery; Parish Centre; Shops (3); Flats above the shops (2); Car Park;
Garages. Our Lady Queen of Peace Church; Parish Hall; Presbytery. Most of our properties are
notin good order, and we will need to carry out some major works.

St George’s Parish Centre
We have a Parish Centre which is available for hire, for any seminars, functions or celebrations.
Please contact Alex on 07392575696 or email: stgeorgesrcparishhall@gmail.com . We are grateful
to our dedicated volunteers. With out them we wouldn’t be able to maintain our Centre to this
standard.
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Our Parish Clergy

Very Reverend Canon John Batthula (Parish Priest) | was bornin 1965 and this year | celebrated
33 years as a Priest. | was ordained in India on 10th March 1992. After my ordination to the
priesthood, | read for BA in Politics, Master’s in Education and 2" Master’s Degree in Canon Law
at Heythrop College, University of London. | came to the Archdiocese of Birmingham at the
invitation of the late Archbishop Maurice Couve de Murville in February 1995 and have been a
priest of the archdiocese since then. | was appointed as a Chapter Canonin 2017.

With the help of some of my friends, | set up a charity called “The Batthula Care Trust” which
seeks to help lepers, the poor and elderly through the provision of work, education, medical aid
and accommodation for people in India who would otherwise be deprived of these necessities of
life. If anyone wishes to support the work of the Trust or give a donation, which is very much
appreciated. Bank details: Barclay’s Bank - Account name: Batthula Care Trust; Account No:
23669386 — Sort Code: 200898. More information can be found on the Trust’s website:
www.bacretrust.com

On 23" August | arrived in Worcester to take charge as the parish priest of Our Lady Queen of
Peace and St George parishes. | was inducted by Bishop David Evans as the parish priest on 17
October 2024. At the end of November 2024, | was appointed as Dean of Kidderminster and
Worcester Deanery by the Archbishop at the recommendation of the deanery priests.

Father James Ipinlaye: Born in 1981 from Kogi State Nigeria. Obtained Philosophy and Theology
from Saints Peter & Paul Catholic Major Seminary Bodija Ibadan Nigeria affiliated to Urbanian
University Rome. Ordained to the order of Presbyterate of the Catholic Diocese of Ilorin Nigeria
on the 15th of August 2011. He is currently on mission in the Archdiocese of Birmingham.

Father Balaswamy Dumpala: Born in 1978 from Khammam District of Telangana State, India.
After his priestly formation of Philosophy and Theology at St John’s Major Seminary
Visakhapatnam and Hyderabad, was ordained on 5" May 2004 to the diocese of Khammam. He
is currently ministering in the Archdiocese of Birmingham.

Very Reverend Mgr. Patrick Kilgarriff (Retired)
After many years of priestly ministry in various parishes, Mgr Pat decided to retire from active
ministry and took a residence in Worcester. May God continue to bless him with good health.

Ministry of Deacons

Itisinthe celebration of the Church’s liturgies that Permanent Deacons carry out their mostvisible
role: in proclaiming the Gospel and assisting in the celebration of the Mass but not in its
concelebration which is why they stand back from the altar and kneel at the consecration. As a
deacon, during the Mass he acts as an Ordinary Minister of the Eucharist and is permitted to bless
non-communicants and also to purify the sacred vessels. In addition, he is also able to baptise,
to preside at a wedding or take a funeral service, to expose and to give Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament, to conduct Service of the Word and to take Holy Communion to, but not to anoint the
sick or hear confessions, to preach and to bless people and objects. The Parish is blessed to have
five active and two retired deacons.

Rev Mr. Chris Blackman - ordained in 2000 (retired)
Rev Mr. Reg Lewis — ordained 2000 (retired)

Rev. Mr. Tony Hartshorne — ordained in 2003

Rev. Mr. Paul O’Connor - ordained in 2015

Rev. Mr. Krzysztof Wasilewski — ordained in 2023
Rev. Mr. Andy Foster —ordained in 2024

Rev. Mr. Anthony Hartley — ordained in 2024
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Financial Summary

Receipts & Payments Summary

Receipts & Payments Summary

226 - Worcester, St George

227 - Worcester, OLQP

Year ending: Year ending:
31/12/2023 31/12/2024 31/12/2023 31/12/2024

Receipts

Offertories - Gift Aid £50,490.28 £48,157.09 £15,466.42 £19,893.40
Offertories - Non-Gift Aid £40,879.53 £46,126.32 £11,876.61 £11,544.24
Exceptl - legacies rec'd £0.00 £505,237.51 £0.00 £0.00
Other Collections for Parish £22,194.93 £8,173.26 £0.00 £78.81
Donations - Gift Aid £1,473.00 £1,759.02 £205.00 £1,385.00
Donations - Non Gift Aid £21,602.89 £16,366.75 £923.00 £355.00
Tax Refds Gift Aid/invests £63,712.59 £0.00 £6,351.11 £9,674.67
Occasionalinc/Fund raising £249.23 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
Votive Candles Inc £6,563.42 £7,698.74 £1,160.35 £1,239.53
Repository/Piety Inc £639.70 £436.00 £587.00 £552.00
Newspapers Inc £774.89 £725.97 £38.00 £70.00
Hall/social centre income £9,710.00 £10,397.60 £8,212.50 £12,110.50
Rental Receipts £111,905.44 £86,561.94 £7,500.00 £0.00
Sundry receipts £0.00 £11.61 £0.00 £125.00
Exceptional - Other Inc £0.00 £7,200.00 £0.00 £6,000.00
Except. - Insurance claims £1,340.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
Total Receipts £331,535.90 £738,851.81 £52,319.99 £63,028.15
Payments

Church - Liturgical/Pastoral £20,591.84 £24,080.76 £1,217.64 £3,532.62
House - Domestic £11,928.56 £13,281.76 £2,840.63 £918.08
Repository Exp £362.29 £711.29 £576.66 £202.12
Newspapers Exp £1,448.75 £969.50 £0.00 £250.00
Votive Candles Exp £3,397.64 £4,671.35 £0.00 £0.00
Fund raising fees (prof) £54.00 £20.00 £0.00 £0.00
Parish Donations £52.08 £277.08 £0.00 £0.00
Clergy - Allowance/Nat. Ins. £9,506.60 £9,030.32 £415.64 £1,191.00
Clergy - Expenses, mileage £4,258.18 £7,579.51 £0.00 £778.75
Clergy - Other Costs £3,409.83 £2,922.92 £173.33 £333.07
Clergy - Clerical Medical £200.00 £200.00 £0.00 £0.00
Parish Levies £30,825.04 £50,850.32 £4,848.04 £7,343.40
Personnel/wages £33,891.92 £45,077.32 £6,918.79 £7,248.74
Office Expenses £9,324.49 £14,177.85 £1,501.70 £1,474.49
Interest paid/bank charges £28,307.76 £12,256.78 £2,509.39 £1,197.56
Sundry payments £0.00 £300.00 £0.00 £8.55
Church - Utilities £28,971.35 £19,475.61 £12,916.75 £11,212.32
Church - Property Costs £45,309.13 £47,670.54 £2,774.71 £8,549.08
House - Utilities £20,137.33 £18,291.52 £758.24 £2,004.09
House - Property Costs £66.00 £9,729.33 £0.00 £594.62
Inv Pty - agents fees £4,564.08 £8,700.67 £0.00 £0.00
Inv Pty- repairs etc £7,299.82 £7,896.65 £0.00 £0.00
Fds Tfrs to/from other parish £125.00 £0.00 -£125.00 £0.00
Total Payments £264,031.69 £298,171.08 £37,326.52 £46,838.49
Total Surplus / Loss £67,504.21 £440,680.73 £14,993.47 £16,189.66
Surplus / Loss Percentage 20.4% 59.6% 28.7% 25.7%




Parish Loans/Debts

Bank Accounts St. George's oLQP
at31/12/2023 -£724,842.07 -£55,542.45
at31/12/2024 -£282,109.92 -£36,113.86

We are grateful for the continued financial support. We have seen the benefit of increased
numbers of people donating through standing orders and contactless/online giving.

Gift Aid
Gift Aid enables the parish to recover money from the income tax paid by Parishioners. Gift Aid
increases eligible donations by 25%. We are grateful to all those who Gift Aid their offering as this
enables us to continue to maintain our Parish. If you are new to the Parish and you pay income
tax, and haven’t signed a GIFT AID FORM, please contact the Parish office 01905 963712

Contactless Giving
You can also donate by scanning the QR codes on our Newsetter with your phone or by card at
the machines at the back of the church. If you pay tax, please consider Gift Aiding your donation.
Each time you make a subsequent donation using the same card, Gift Aid will be collected
automatically. Gift Aid it!!- you could add 25% to the value of your donation.

Standing Order/Bacs
Ideally please can give your offering by setting up a monthly standing order (together with Gift
Aid — forms available from the Parish Office). Parish Bank details as follows:
St George’s: Sort Code: 55-81-36 Acc. No: 07099460
Our Lady Queen of Peace: Sort Code: 55-81-57 Acc. No: 06477135

LINKS TO DONATE via Credit/Debit Card:

https://donate.mydona.com/st-georges-catholic-church
https://donate.mydona.com/our-lady-queen-of-peace-worc

Donations to St. Georges’ QR Code Donations to OLQP QR Code

-
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Live Streaming

CATHOLIC WORCESTER now has a NEW LIVESTREAM CHANNEL on YouTube!
Please Subscribe to the channel to receive notifications.

www.youtube.com/@ CatholicWorcester
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The Future Vision for the Parish

| really wish to see many more people involved in the life of the Parish. We would like to establish
a Parish Forum made up of representatives from each of the areas of parish activity and
communities. Our parish is blessed with people from different countries bringing their rich
heritage and cultures. We need to be open and welcome them in being part of the worshipping
community of our parish. The Parish Forum would meet a couple times ayear and look at ways in
which we can continue to grow and improve as a parish. It will also look at ways in which we can
respond to the reality of fewer priests and how parishioners could take on some leadership roles
in the parish.

In October 2024, | established a Parish Pastoral Advisory Council (PPAC) made up of
representatives from each of the areas of both parishes and communities. The PPAC will look at
our strengths and weaknesses as a parish and discuss ways in which we can improve our parish
life and the way we relate to the local community and help those in the wider world.

My hope is to have an Annual General Meeting (Parish open meeting) hosted by the PPAC. This
would allow them to let the wider parish know of our hopes and plans and also allows me to
present an Annual Parish Report. Our parish is blessed with people from different countries
bringing their rich heritage and cultures. We need to be open and welcome them in being part of
the worshipping community of our parish. The PPAC would meet at least 3 times a year and look
at ways in which we can continue to grow and improve as a parish. It will also look at ways in
which we can respond to the reality of fewer priests and how parishioners could take on
leadership roles in this parish. We need more people to volunteer and get involved in the life of
our Parish.



Future Vision for the Deanery

The Deanery is encouraged to work more closely together and to see if there are ways of
supporting each other within small clusters of parishes. They could work together to provide joint
youth groups, sacramental preparation, social events, administrative and financial support. The
parishes could also work more closely with the schools and benefit from links with the Multi
Academy Companies. Afew years ago, The Kidderminster and Worcester Deaneries were merged
in to one. This means that we are not a compact geographical deanery, but at the same time we
should hope that we can still be collaborative in working and sharing of our resources.

| hope to start to have Clergy and Laity meetings in the Deanery. These meetings/gatherings help
the laity and clergy to work together and share the responsibility. Now we have set up a Deanery
Pastoral Forum, which consists of representatives from every parish within this deanery. | hope
that as a deanery, we can share our resources and best practices with each other.

CLUSTER
OoLQP

St Joseph’s

St George’s

Droitwich

CLUSTER
Kidderminster

CLUSTER

Evesham Stourport
Broadwa . . ‘
i Y Kidderminster & Harvington
Bidford " oo
Pershore Worcester Deanerv

Tenbury Wells

Alcester

CLUSTER
Little Malvern
Malvern

Blackmore Park

Upton on Severn

Tell us what you think!

We are always looking for new ideas. Your views are important to us. If you have gifts and skills
that you like to share with others why not let us know.

God bless you

Canon John Y Batthula
Parish Priest & Dean



